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W
hen you think farmhouse, images of horse stables,

pigs rolling in mud and grandma’s home cooking

may come to mind. But this Naples farmhouse, situ-

ated off Golden Gate Park-

way near Interstate 75, is far from it. 

A gravel driveway leads visitors through a

secluded forest of trees and up to a wooden

gate emblazoned with the phrase “Fuzzybutt

Farm.” Beyond it, a winding walkway leads to

the charming front porch of a picturesque

one-story farmhouse that appears to have

popped out of the pages of “Country Living”

magazine.

Built in 2017, Fuzzybutt Farm has a some-

what traditional feel to it with a classic ga-

bled roof and a front porch with several

wooden columns, brick flooring and two

seating areas, including a pair of rocking

chairs.

The modern touches, however, is what set this farmhouse apart

from the rest.

Most of the exterior is pearl white, except for the two-car garage 

Michelle and Doug Wood built their dream house in Naples in
2017, and Michelle has gained a following on Instagram where she
posts photos of her design projects throughout the house.
ALEX DRIEHAUS/NAPLES DAILY NEWS
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Neapolitan
LIFESTYLE & CLASSIFIED

Big changes are coming for Gulfshore
Opera next season, including the opera
company’s biggest venue to date: Bar-
bara B. Mann Performing Arts Hall.

The five-year-old company plans to
stage one grand-scale opera each sea-
son at the south Fort Myers hall, starting
with “La Boheme” in March 2020. That
replaces major opera productions previ-
ously held at smaller local venues and
churches.

“That’s the big step,” said Gulfshore

Opera founder and general director
Steffanie Pearce, minutes after an-
nouncing the news Monday at Fort My-
ers’ The Collaboratory. “It’s been some-
thing that’s been in my vision for a long
while.”

Gulfshore Opera has continued to
grow each year. It currently has a budget
of about $500,000, Pearce said, com-
pared to $300,000 when it started in
June 2014. The company declined to
provide overall statistics on ticket sales,
saying only that this year’s pre-season
ticket sales have increased by 115 per-
cent.

“We’re in better shape than ever,”

Pearce said. “We’re on solid footing, and
we are in a growth period.”

Gulfshore Opera previously per-
formed with Gulf Coast Symphony at
Mann Hall, but this is the first time it’s
mounted its own production, said Oper-
ations Manager Michelle Westley. That
includes hiring all the performers and
renting Mann Hall for the show.

From now on, all of Gulfshore Opera’s
grand-scale operas will take place dur-
ing high season at the 1,871-seat Mann
Hall, Pearce said. The hall features a full
proscenium stage, an orchestra pit and
state-of-the-art lighting and sound sys-
tems.

Another reason for the change: The
venue is centrally located and easy to
reach from throughout Southwest Flori-
da, Pearce said. Gulfshore Opera plans
to arrange for “party buses” to transport
people from Marco Island and other
outlying areas.

Opera singer Lauryn Kay joined Gulf-
shore Opera for its off-season produc-
tions this season, and she said it’s excit-
ing to see the regional company grow.

“There’s really no better place to be in
sunny Southwest Florida, that’s for
sure,” said Kay, who also works as a pro-

Gulfshore Opera to bring ‘La Boheme’ to Mann Hall
Charles Runnells
Fort Myers News-Press
USA TODAY NETWORK - FLORIDA

See OPERA, Page 13D

Michelle and Doug Wood pose for a portrait in their
kitchen on Jan. 10 in Naples. 

NAPLES WOMAN
DESIGNS DREAM
FARMHOUSE
Ashley Collins Naples Daily News | USA TODAY NETWORK - FLORIDA

See FARMHOUSE, Page 14D
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HAPPY HOUR: MONDAY THRU FRIDAY 3-7,
SAT AND SUNDAY 11-7

For Reservations, Call 239-591-5939
7935 Airport Pulling Road N., Ste 20 • Naples FL 34109
Open everyday for lunch at 11am - Dinner starts at 4pm

RESERVE A TABLE ONLINE AT:
WWW.THEPEARLNAPLES.COM

The Pearl Jam - Feb. 2nd 2PM-8PM
Music by “The Deplorables”
$25 Pre Sale, $30 at The Dock

Valentine’s Day Dinner
Special Menu

$60 per Person Prefixe Menu & Glass of Champagne
Regular Menu Available

STEAK & SEAFOOD
RESTAURANT

STEAK & SEAFOOD
RESTAURANT

STEAK & SEAFOOD
RESTAURANT

NEW...
LIVE
MUSIC
Fri & Sat

6:30-9:30pm

EARLY DININGEARLY DINING
SPECIALSPECIAL

Sunday-Thursday
4 to 6:30PM
Dinner for Two &
Bottle of Wine

$49.95$49.95

20% OFF LUNCH
Exp. 2-28-19

791 Harbour Drive | Naples, FL
239-261-1487 | mooringschurch.org

WorshipWithUs
9 a.m. — Casual

10 a.m. — Traditional

6 p.m. — Contemporary

5:30 p.m. Dinner11 a.m. Fellowship

Nursery for 0-3 yearsND-GCI0088382-36

239-747-6768

painted black. Natural light streams in through the
home’s many windows. Its roof is made of energy-sav-
ing metal.

Inside, the house has a laid-back California feel to
it. Light hues of pink, green, white and blue fill the
house. Industrial light fixtures add a modern touch.
Furniture is minimal but comfortable, some pieces are
salvaged and give off a non-kitschy farmhouse vibe.
Indoor plants placed in every room welcome the out-
side in. Board and batten-style white walls brighten
the home. 

Michelle Wood, 47, lives in this custom-built mod-
ern farmhouse. She designed every nook and cranny
of the 2,300-square-foot space, which includes a 100-
square-foot work shed and an Instagram-worthy in-
door/outdoor space. 

Wood shares the three-bedroom, four-bath home
with her lawyer husband, Doug Wood, 54, and their
five rescue pets, two cats and three dogs, all of whom
inspired the home’s quirky name.

Turning a plot of land into a home

The farmhouse was just a 2.3 acre lot of grass before
the Woods purchased the land in 2016. Michelle Wood
envisioned a home there someday. 

“We fell in love with the lot. It was a great location in
town so it was perfect,” she said.

The Woods had remodeled two homes around town
in the past. This time, however, they were building a
home from scratch. 

When Michelle Wood realized what they’d done,
she felt both excited and scared. 

“I was like, ‘Oh my God, what did I get myself into?’” 
Construction started the following year, 2017, in

April. 
She was on-site nearly every day, making quick de-

cisions and sometimes rolling up her sleeves to help. “I
told the builder, ‘Listen, I’m coming to the site every
day,’” she said. “There are a lot of mistakes that can be
made during the construction process and sometimes
it ends up being expensive mistakes.”

Gradually, the land was cleared, walls started going
up and the house was taking shape.

Even though construction wouldn’t be finished un-
til spring 2018, the Woods moved in the Thanksgiving
before with their pets since the lease was up on their
current place. 

The interior of Michelle and Doug Wood's home has a laid-back California feel to it. ALEX DRIEHAUS/NAPLES DAILY

NEWS

Farmhouse
Continued from Page 1D

Continued on next page
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ND-2211231

719 12th Avenue South 263-0696 • Open Mon - Sat 10 am to 5 pm

Fun to wear
-anywhere!

Shopping for the Shelter
Please join us for a day of celebrating one
of Naple’s most wonderful organizations.

ND-FMN0005845-28

Come enjoy special discounts
and giveaways and know that a

percentage of your purchase will be
given to the Shelter.

Why not clean out your closet and
donate your gently used items

to the Shelter?

Wednesday, January 30th
10:00 am - 5:00 pm
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The construction process was stressful at times and
often tougher than their past remodel projects. 

The first house they remodeled was a two-bed-
room, two-bath home in Park Shore. In the time they
lived there, around 10 years, they expanded the house
with another bedroom and installed a backyard pool.
They rented out their snowbird neighbor’s house dur-
ing construction.

Their second house was a two-story 1980s beach-
style cottage near Naples High School. They stayed
there for a year and renovated the space, fixing up the
overgrown yard, before embarking on the farmhouse
project. 

“When you’re doing a remodel, you’re kind of stuck
with the footprint that is there. You can change some
things around, take down walls and put up new ones
but you’re still within that confined design,” Michelle
Wood said.

“With our farmhouse, we had a chance to really cre-
ate something for the way we live. What works for us.”

She considers herself the designer and handyman
in the relationship while her husband focuses on the
finances. 

“God love him, he’s super smart and good at a lot of
things but he’s not good at anything to do with home
repair,” she said. 

Doug Wood said his wife is very talented and “al-
ways ahead of the trends.”

How Michelle Wood cultivated her design style

It took Michelle Wood more than 20 years to culti-
vate her design style.

She grew up in the suburbs of Chicago and always
loved painting and drawing. That creativity spilled
into interior design when she lived on her own in her
20s. She taught herself how to sew and would make
duvet covers and curtains.

Michelle Wood never went to design school. Interior
design was more like a hobby to her. She worked as a
paralegal for years and met her husband while work-
ing at a law firm in Naples. She moved to nonprofit
work before starting a photography business for pets
and humans and teaching guitar lessons.

For years, she’d research design styles and trends,
spending hours on Pinterest and Instagram and fol-
lowing well-known interior designers like Emily Hen-
derson, who has appeared on HGTV. 

Michelle Wood said her style has evolved over the
years, but now she can confidently say she’s found her
forever style. 

She loves creating relaxing spaces using light colors 

“With our farmhouse, we had a chance to really create something for the way we live,” Michelle Wood said
about the dream house she and her husband, Doug, share. ALEX DRIEHAUS/NAPLES DAILY NEWS

Continued from previous page

Continued on next page
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FREE
VISUAL

INSPECTION
AND ESTIMATE

(a $225 Value)
Offer Expires 1/31/19

THE MOLD PROS MOLD REMOVAL & INSPECTION

A L L - N AT U R A L | N O N - T O X I C | M O L D R EM O VA L

MOLD
REMOVE THE DANGER AND
SAFEGUARD YOUR HOME

F L O R I D A L I C E N S E D M O L D A S S E S S O R A N D R E M E D I AT O R

Certified, Licensed & Insured

· Mold Testing Certified Lab Results

· Mold Inspections

· Environmental Cleanings

· Guaranteed Results

· Commercial & Residential

PROTECT YOUR HOME & FAMILY SAFE

EFFECTIVE MOLD TESTING & REMEDIATION 239-232-3154

WE CAN HELP WITH….

ND-GCI0113255-02

ND-GCI0113897-03

*EQUIPMENT: Equipment shownmay require additional fees.GIFT CARD: $100 Visa Gift Card fulfilled by Protect Your Home through third-party provider,
Mpell, upon installation of a security system. Shipping and Handling Fee applies. SENSORS: Up to 15 sensors free for pre-wired homes or up to 7 wireless
sensors free. No substitutions allowed. Labor charges may apply. BASIC SYSTEM: $99 Parts and Install. 36-Month Monitoring Agreement required at
$27.99 per month ($1,007.64). 24-Month Monitoring Agreement required at $27.99 per month ($671.76) for California. Offer applies to homeowners only.
Basic system requires landline phone. Offer valid for new ADT Authorized Premier Provider customers only and not on purchases from ADT LLC. Cannot be
combined with any other offer. The $27.99 Offer does not include Quality Service Plan (QSP), ADT’s Extended Limited Warranty. ADT Pulse: ADT Pulse
Interactive Solutions Services (“ADT Pulse”), which help youmanage your home environment and family lifestyle, require the purchase and/or activation of an
ADT alarm system with monitored burglary service and a compatible computer, cell phone or PDA with Internet and email access. These ADT Pulse services
do not cover the operation or maintenance of any household equipment/systems that are connected to the ADT Pulse equipment. All ADT Pulse services are
not available with the various levels of ADT Pulse. All ADT Pulse services may not be available in all geographic areas. You may be required to pay additional
charges to purchase equipment required to utilize the ADT Pulse features you desire. ADT PULSE VIDEO: ADT Pulse Video installation starts at $399.
36-monthmonitoring contract required fromADTPulse Video: $58.99 permonth, ($2,123.64), includingQuality Service Plan (QSP).GENERAL: For all offers,
the form of payment must be by credit card or electronic charge to your checking or savings account, satisfactory credit history is required and termination
fee applies. Certain packages require approved landline phone. Local permit fees may be required. Certain restrictions may apply. Additional monitoring fees
required for some services. For example, Burglary, Fire, Carbon Monoxide and Emergency Alert monitoring requires purchase and/or activation of an ADT
security system with monitored Burglary, Fire, Carbon Monoxide and Emergency Alert devices and are an additional charge. Additional equipment may be
purchased for an additional charge. Additional charges may apply in areas that require guard response service for municipal alarm verification. Prices subject
to change. Pricesmay vary bymarket. Some insurance companies offer discounts on Homeowner’s Insurance. Please consult your insurance company. Photos
are for illustrative purposes only and may not reflect the exact product/service actually provided. Licenses: AL-19-001104, AZ-ROC217517, AR-2008-
0014, CA-ACO6320, CT-ELC.0193944-L5, FL-EC13003427, DC-EMS902653, GA-LVA205395, ID-ELE-SC-39312, IL-127.001042, KY-City of Louisville: 483,
LA-F1082, LA-F1914, LA-F1915, 225-960-6301,ME-LM50017382,MD-107-1626,MA-1355C,MI-3601205773,MN-TS01807,MO: St. Louis County 89935,
MS-15007958, MT-247, NV-68518, NJ Burglar Alarm Lic. # NJ-34BF00021800, NM-353366, NY-Licensed by the N.Y.S. Dept. of State UID#12000317691,
#12000286451, NC-1622-CSA, OH-53891446, OK-1048, OR-170997, Pennsylvania Home Improvement Contractor Registration Number: PA022999,
RI-3582, TN-1520, TX-B13734, ACR-3492, UT-6422596-6501, VT-ES-2382, VA-115120, WA-602588694/PROTEYH934RS, WI: Milwaukee PAS-0002886,
WV-042433. 3750 Priority Way South Dr. Indianapolis, IN 46240©2018 DEFENDERS, Inc. dba Protect Your Home DF-CAMPAIGN CODE

Monitored
by ADT®
the #1 home
security company
in the U.S.

SAVE ON HOME SECURITY

ADT®24/7 Monitored
Home Security
24/7 monitoring provides
peace of mind
Yard sign and window decals
help deter crime
Quickly connect to fire and
emergency response
May qualify for a homeowners
insurance discount

WE’RE AVAILABLE 24/7— CALL TODAY!

1-888-888-8888
®

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

A+

www.URL.com

Ask about same-day installation!
Reply By Month Day, Year

HOME SECURITY SYSTEM
With a $99 Installation Charge and

the purchase of 36mo.monitoring
contract. Touchscreen shown requires
additional fees. Termination fee applies.
New customers only. See offer details
below. $850VALUE!

15 PRE-WIRED DOOR
OR WINDOW SENSORS

—enough to help protect virtually
every entrance to your home.
$645VALUE!

$100 VISA®
GIFT CARD from

Protect Your Home!

MOBILE APP
When you upgrade to ADT Pulse®,

you can easily arm and disarm your
system from virtually anywhere.

DOORBELL
CAMERA

When you upgrade
to ADT Pulse®
+ Video
$229VALUE!

See all offer details below.

FREE

FREE

FREE

FREE

FREE

HOOMME SSECUURITTY SSYSTTEME

$850
VALUE*

FREE
DOORBELL
CAMERA

When you upgrade to
ADT Pulse® + Video

239-747-6804

Reply By January 31, 2019

DF-GT-FL-N-D2799

www.protection4yourhome.com

and incorporating furnishings and de-
cor both functional and pleasing to the
eye. 

“I like that a piece looks pretty, but it
also needs to function well,” she said.

In the kitchen, which spills out into
the family room, exposed shelving dis-
plays all their dishes and glasses like a
work of art. It’s not just aesthetically
pleasing, but makes the space appear
larger and can also be less expensive as
opposed to traditional cabinets. 

“Design shouldn’t be serious. It
should be fun and an extension of your
personality.”

In the laundry room, which also fea-
tures exposed shelving, Michelle Wood
hides the cat litter inside a closet. Her
cats walk in and out of their bathroom
by entering and exiting through a tiny
doorway built on the side of the closet
space. The litter room even has a name
— The Loo 2.0.

From the light fixtures to the indoor
plants, every piece in her home serves a
purpose. She doesn’t try to find a ran-
dom art piece in a store just to fill a blank
wall at home. 

“Every piece has to have meaning be-
hind it, such as where I got it from or if it
was a special trip,” she said.

Her minimalist style would make
Netflix sensation Marie Kondo proud.

Kondo is a tidying expert from Japan
who uses her KonMari Method to help
families organize their homes on the
new Netflix series, “Tidying Up with
Marie Kondo.”

Clutter is nearly nonexistent in the
Wood home. The only exception might
be when they lay out their pets’ pillow
beds in the family room. Everything
right down to their labeled “his” and
“her” walk-in closets are tidy. 

IKEA, West Elm, antique shops
furnish home

Many of the pieces found in the farm-
house are pretty inexpensive, barring a
few items, proving that you don’t need
to break the bank to furnish your home.

Michelle Wood found many of her
furnishings online at eBay and Wayfair,
big-box stores like IKEA and Target and
higher-end furniture spots like West
Elm. 

Her favorite pieces are those found at
local antique and salvage shops. The
dining room and master bath feature re-
claimed windows she found at Rust
Never Sleeps Architectural Salvage in
Fort Myers. 

“I love things with a sense of history
instead of everything being brand-new,”
she said. 

Many of the pieces found in the Woods’ home are inexpensive, proving you don’t
have to break the bank to furnish a house. ALEX DRIEHAUS/NAPLES DAILY NEWS

Continued from previous page

Continued on page 18D
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Family Owned & Operated
Since 1994

FREE CONSULTATIONS
OUR SHOWROOM
OR YOUR HOME

Fort Myers | Cape Coral

Bonita Springs | Naples

239-734-5515

*Through 2/7/19. $1,000 minimum purchase.

Limit 1 per household. Cannot be combined.

your next purchase of

blinds, draperies,

shutters andmore.*

ND-GCI0114412-03

ND-GCI0114611-03

239-747-6669
* Offer valid through January 31, 2019

“I also love taking a salvaged item
and repurposing it.”

Creating a garden oasis

The final project in the house was the
garden, which Michelle Wood complet-
ed a couple of weeks ago.

All her hard work paid off. The Woods
now have an Instagram-worthy indoor/
outdoor space that comes together with
a motorized retractable screen that
opens and closes with the touch of a
button. 

“The screen is my husband’s favorite
part,” she said. 

The farmhouse’s laid-back California
vibe spills into the outdoor space, which
offers plenty of lounge seating options.
You can choose to watch TV while sit-
ting on a large outdoor sofa with baby
blue cushions surrounded by sheer
white curtains or read a book in a woven
hanging chair.

Walk past the screen’s threshold and
you’ll come across a beautiful display of
stepping stones. Michelle Wood spent
hours creating the stenciled image
found on each one of them.

The stones lead to a raised pond with
a water fountain fixture and a couple of
fish swimming inside. She also built the

small wooden bench spotted in the zen-
like space. 

On one side of the pond, several step-
ping stones bear the names of all the
pets they’ve lost.

Past the pond is a large expanse of
open land. Make a right and Michelle
Wood’s modern work shed is only a cou-
ple of steps away. 

That’s where she runs her photogra-
phy businesses for pets and humans —
Paws & Prints Pet Photography, LLC and
MW Photo & Design. 

Documenting “Fuzzybutt Farm”
journey on Instagram

At the start of construction, Michelle
Wood took to Instagram to document
her journey, and has gained nearly
3,000 Fuzzybutt Farm followers as a re-
sult.

Scrolling through her page, you’ll find
dozens of cute photos of her pets, before
and after shots of the farmhouse and
do-it-yourself project ideas. 

A house is never entirely finished,
Wood said. She’s always working on
small projects around the house, and
while she and her husband are enjoying
their beautiful space, she said she can’t
wait until the next big project.

Follow Michelle Wood on Instagram
@farmhouseforever

The home’s laid-back California vibe spills into the outdoor space, which offers
plenty of lounge seating options. ALEX DRIEHAUS/NAPLES DAILY NEWS

Continued from Page 16D
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